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Forster Vintage Raceboat Regatta 2007

Dave Pagano

As many are well aware, bac
sown for our collective interests in vintage speedboats. Up
Taree in NSW, a small group of enthusiasts decided to resurrect
Taree Aquatic Club. The core of that group were enthusiastic vint;
speedboat nuts. That first meeting attracted a encouraging grou
boats, so much so that it was decided to stage further race meet
The Easter race meetings grew from this first event and our bg
were organised to create the Nostalgia Cup. Our class grew
year to the point where 14 boats were entered in the last running
our <cl ass. For whatever reaso
on the program. Dejected, most owners of these boats parked 1
boats away. -

Ironically, the Taree Easter Regatta has since gradually decli
(sometimes you have to look after the little guys).

trophy worth racing for.

The Sunday morning was picture perfect. There was a carnival at-
mosphere as all the boats turned up. In all, ten vintage, a blown dis-
placement and a blown drag hydro were there entertaining the crowd,
estimated at 5000 (1 é&m not kiddi

What was great about the day was the informality. We all decided
when we would run and surprisingly there was almost no dead water
all day (even with the break downs).

Several boats ran open pipes which only added to the spectacle. Con-
sidering the proximity to the houses along the shore, there was not
one noise complaint.

Earlier this year it was decided to get something happening
Forster. Back in the 50's, the Taree racers used to come here off§
off day from the Taree Aquatic Festival. '

the authorities, to have a boaties reunion and a boat display
Forster Quays.

The Saturday night reunion was fantastic with over 100 guests. k
the great surviving racers from the old days were present.

The highlight was Pat Lewis' s|
tion of the Lewis Memori al tor
what class it will be given for, but you can be assured that it will b

I didnot
have something to look forward to. The town are really behind seeing
this happen again. Lets hope that it can be expanded without the
negative aspects that spoiled the Taree event.

h a v &tomiqubaith redllyfeltkhatwie aghin

Boats attending were hydrégomic, Miss SeptembandWar Eagle
Skiffs Its a Classic, Phoenignd THE Jet RunaboutsColin, Johnny
Gee Il, ImpalaandWhippet

Modern boats werBury and a Blown Drag Hydro (name unknown).

Many thanks to Frank Wicks and Lindsay Auston for the pictures
shown here.

r
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Nostalgia

Wi nt on, his boats and boat r a(

Several other people stopped for a quick chat over the weeke
many with a boat that they are working on in the shed somewhg
Most were aware of our group, but had not approached us yet
cause they wanted to finish the boat first. Hopefully, they were ¢q
vinced otherwise.

Rob and Therese flew out on Monday, albeit delayed because ¢»
fogged in airport and Paul and Leanne headed back to Adelaic|
road bright and early on Tuesday. Thanks for coming along folksg
was good to see you all again.

As for the 2008
and see.

Mel bourne Boaf

cta _ 2 ¢ A

Rocket photographed here at the 1962 Stuart Doyle.

Reactiondoing a bit of prop riding

Bob Carter

Bob Carter

Comment Tip

Preserving the Past Holding and Bending

It has been many decades now since the last timber hulls were b&iixing one end of a plank to the stem and then bending the plank aft
by the respected names of t i méareund the hull cak put a bly stein en the sctewswolding theEplaskr i
ham, Gilflite, Simpkin and so on. nice and tight into the stem. This is especially the case where there is

With the passage of time there is a risk that a lot of Australian hefi0 access around the stem to take up the load with clamps.

tage can be lost to the detriment of future generations. Amongst justhandy trick is to use raised head woodscrews with oversize wash-
these four boat builders is a plethora of wooden boat building hegrs under the screw head. This spreads the load over the timber and
tage, craftsmanship and design skill. resists the screw head splitting the plank or worse still pulling

How do we ensure that this knowledge is retained for the sake %}rough the imber.

our present and future gener aOrcotheplankis fitiedeand the &dheaive fully puset, the screws,and g |
or drawings, photos and memorabilia that is held by theswashers can then be removed and replaced with a conventional coun-
revered people? tersunk wood screws.

While we as individuals collect and restore treasured boats from

the past, there is certainly much more to the Australian hoat

building heritage than the boats themselves. As a group we face
a challenge to ensure that we preserve the human aspect of
wooden boat building.

Quote for Today:
eat

oNever
you are

pru
fami s
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2007 Melbourne Boat Show

T he show has come and gone for another year.

Greg Carr

Special thanks to Mark and Darren who, after cleaning their boats for

.the show, towed them from el| over 100 krr]n§ away, thsroygh {aicr)l %nd
n em

I wasndt going to bother this o as u i, ¢ 1
boats has been on the decline over the past couple of years, butvﬁ% ro)éch.aTFus meant t%ey ad tecré ¢ a onc

traditional social occasion that it has become dictated it would haéhelma'&?:k%in:;)zr:fi'r:‘iiz' stﬂz\r/]vks Darren, whoAlgalfa in bits
pen again. Then, after deciding we would do it, it began to look lik y ’

it wasndt going to

happen

anywaty.was also important to attend
visiting interstate dignitaries. Paul Siddall and Leanne from South
Australia and Rob Cranfield and family from NSW were coming to
Melbourne for the show.

The four boats in this year, put succinctly by someone as two butter-
boxes and two
Stephenés Willywood afDarX &0
skiff Al-Falfaand my own
was again fairly central, being close to a ticket booth and entrance
door, giving us good exposure.

Paul and Leanne arrived Friday afternoon after a wet drive from Ade-
laide (thanks for bringing the rain with you) and Rob and Therese
and son Michael came in Saturday morning after flying down from
Sydney. | think in the first hour, Michael had done about a thousand
kilometres in Nova, sitting behind the steering wheel having a ball.
Luke Goldberg was also pretty busy there as well.

Normally the show organisers send us out an invitation to displ
sever al weeks before the
with only four or so weeks to go, | began firing off some enquirin
emails. There was no response to those for several days until |
ceived an email saying that the space in the concourse area, wl
we normally display, was limited due to construction works and th
the main hall was full. This led me to believe that they were offeri
paying exhibitors concourse space normally kept for clubs and ag
ciations like us. | eventually received an email asking how mug
space we needed and also what our minimum requirement was. |
notified shortly after that we had our requested 20 metres. T
came the difficulty, with only a week or so to go, of getting enoug
boats to fill the space.

After a good deal of catching up and a good deal more BS through
the day, plans were made for Saturday night. With a couple of kids in
tow, the casino was out. The group of about eight of us plus a couple
of kids had a great Saturday night at a nearby restaurant, talking the
talk, with even more BS managing to find its way out. A couple of
decent bottles of red always help. After, it was back to the Grand
Hotel where most of us were staying the night.

While there was a constant stream of people passing by, Sunday was
pretty uneventful.

| usually take some time off work for the show and stay most of each
day. Wor k commitments didnodt al
maybe it was a good thing. | came in each evening and, along with
others, was there for most of the weekend. | found it to be very quiet

o this year, not just for us, but for the show itself. There were reasona-
boats that were originall Yly dobdtR

for various reasons. This is always a problem as everyone has thgeg were exceptionally quiet. This was backed up by people on other
own commitments, both at work and at home, and giving Up Weands, including member James Frecheville. There was only one
mornings in the working week to put boats in and pull them out, 8Ssrson from the public who stopped to have a good chat about the
well as prep time to get the boats ready, is not always easy. Algfhats and some history. This happened as the show was closing on
Mark and Darren put their hands up and brought their boats in.  the final night. All the same, there was good info from him about Col
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Lewis water test

The twin cockpit runabout was originally designed as a pleasufarther forward than in the case of the skiff boat, all of which has a
craft with a fair turn of speed, combining utility with the necessarbearing on the location of the engine and the shaft angle.

pace for club racing. To obtain the high speed which has been achieved with his new boat,

H aving regard to the growing popularity of this type of boat fothe motor had to be something special, and the engine installation is a
club racing, sking and as an alound pleasure craft, the new Dodge six cylinder with extensive modifications. With a bore and
boat produced by the Lewis Brstrakdao3 7816 insoby 4 Hxiris.stletcomprassidn bas leeen raesed ltol y
runabout, capable of speeds hitherto only associated with the spasdto one, and a special Waggott camshatft fitted. The cylinder head
skiff. is a bronze racing type. The fuel system consists of twin pumps feed-

The boat reviewed is a clinker planked craft, sixteen feet in Iengtilﬁlg three S.U. carburettors, and win distributors supply the ignition.

five feet four inches beam, with separate fore and after cockpits. Thiee ten inch flywheel and the crankshaft are dynamically balanced,
planking is 5/8 inch maple, and the trimming timber is ash, with mand the final drive is a twelve inch diameter by sixteen inch pitch two
ple decks. The engine compartment has athwartships bulkheads seipladed propeller, turned at 5000 revolutions per minute.

rate from the cockpits, which is fitted with bottom boards, makin
flat floors. The height of the topsides has been increased by the
of the usual number of planks of increased width.

®n trials and in later competition, the boat showed surprising speed

this type, registering fifsseven miles per hour. At this speed,
naturally, there is not the same comfort as experienced in a runabout
As compared to the speed skiff, where the after cockpit allows amptavelling at around fortfive miles per hour, but the boat handles
scope for the placing of the engine and the distribution of the weightell and is not unduly affected by the wash of other boats.
the runabout des!gn has to pr0\_/|de space for th_e_ forward cockpit, _aﬂqs article was reproduced from the March 1956 edition of POWER
allow for the weight of the driver in that position. The rudder i$s :

OAT & YACHTING magazine.

placed under the stern of the boat, and therefore the propeller must be

For our Seacraft fans

Ber t Preston anRQhnosoonn BAllbleritn|Piawakg | ake. Thi s
Seacraft Pty Ltd plywood speedboat clipped 2.9 seconds fr¢m

the record establishe®ndbycdbefeamtheEagl eo.
tight and tricky 3/4 mile lake course at an average speed of 59|01

mph. Lap time of 46 seconds brings this Waggottversion, Hol-
den powered 14 footer to within 3.6 seconds of the@aliers record
of 42.4 secondspoweedt by ab Qffenfiadsemsd-ly 0

percharged Corvette.

This article was reproduced from the April 1962 edition of POWER
BOAT & YACHTING magazine
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