
The Classic Australian Wooden  

Power Boat Association  

Weõre on the web 

http://www.users.bigpond.com/

NH35_Stormy/ 

Editorõs Note: 

Talk about expanding our horizons! I 

am getting a few serious enquiries from 

overseas, namely the USA, for 

membership. I hadnôt worried too 

much about them in the past as once I 

ask for payment in Aussie dollars it 

seems it all got too hard. All the same, 

I have a couple at the moment very 

keen to join up. 

Again folks, a real struggle to fill this 

newsletter with good content. There are 

plenty of great stories out there, so why 

not tell us about them. 

Greg  

General: 

¶ Those of you who have visited the website 

recently will have noticed some changes. The 

site has undergone a major revamp, getting 

rid of a lot of very stale content. Although this 

meant removing some good stories and 

pictures, the facts were that they had simply 

been there too long.. The site had become 

difficult to keep fresh  because of its size and 

interlinking as well the limited time I have 

available to work on it. Hopefully now the 

site will be updated on a more regular basis. 

Victoria:  

¶ Yenom, Greg Carrôs 16ô Lewis skiff, has been 

sold to Colin Bailey and has moved from 

Melbourne to South Australia. 

¶ Busy Bee has also departed  Melbourne to its 

new home in SA with Paul Siddall. 

¶ An Everingham hull obtained in NSW by 

Richard Campbell has moved to Victoria. 

SA 

¶ Redskin, Adrian Ousmanôs runabout has been 

sold and is now located in Melbourne.  

NSW 

¶ Rumour has is that a prolific NSW based boat 

restorer is now building aeroplanes! 

¶ Chris-Craft Caroline has a new owner. I hear 

Tony Walker just canôt stop smiling. 

Queensland: 

¶ Elliot Shumack has volunteered to become the 

new Rep in Queensland. Thanks Elliot for 

taking on the responsibilities. Elliotôs contact 

details are below. 

USA 

¶ Yep, the US of A! It seems Ken Warbyôs big 

Lewis skiff (Raider) made it into the August 

edition of USA Hot Boat magazine. The 

article was a two page spread and included 

photos. A good old Aussie skiff mixing it with 

the best of the Americans. Great stuff! 

¶ I was extremely disappointed to hear recently 

that a virtually unused Lewis runabout had 

been exported to the US. The problem was 

that no ñtrueò enthusiast in Australia was 

given an opportunity to purchase the boat. As 

it turns out, the boat has gone back to its 

original owner who intends, eventually, to sell 

it in Monaco after he tries it out for a while on 

the US lakes. A very sad loss for Australia - 

one that was too good to lose. 

Around the Traps  

Postal Address: 

18 Grandview St 

Moonee Ponds 

Vic  3039 

 

Phone:  03 9370 2987 

E-mail:  nh35_stormy@bigpond.com 

Coming Events  Club Contact Details   

New South Wales Chapter 

For further information, contact Dave Pagano 

by phone on: 02 4777 4558 or  0413 766 501 
 or by e-mail: davehotboats@hotmail.com 

 

Queensland Chapter  

For further information, contact Elliot 

Shumack by phone on: 07 5498 7771 (AH) 

 

South Australian Chapter  

For further information, contact Paul Siddall 

by phone on:  0419 826 377 or by e-mail at:  

siddall@smartchat.net.au 

 

Tasmanian Chapter 

For   further  information,  contact  Alan 

Mansfield by phone on: 03 6428 2290 or by e-

mail at:  amansfie@southcom.com.au 

 

Victorian Chapter  

For further information, contact Greg Carr by 

phone on: 03 9370 2987 or  0408 937 029 or 

by e-mail:  nh35_stormy@bigpond.com 

October 2005 

¶ CAWPBA National Rally. The BIG one! 

Lake Talbot, Narrandera, NSW. 22nd - 

23rd. Contact Greg Carr on (03) 9370 2987 

for details as well as to let me know you 

are coming. It is important for planning 

that we know what numbers are coming. 

The weekend will also include a general 

meeting of members. 

November 2005 

¶ Visit to the Loch Sport Marine Museum in 

Gippsland in Victoria. Date to be advised. 

There was no interest at all shown in this 

earlier, so Iôll try one more time. Contact 

Greg on (03) 9370 2987. 

January 2006 

¶ The Australia Day Vintage Boat Regatta, 

International Rowing Course, Penrith, 

NSW. Static and on water displays. This 

major event is on again next year. The 

organizers were extremely happy with our 

participation this year and have asked us to 

come back. If you would like to be a part 

of this event, contact Dave Pagano on 02 

4578 4444 (AH) or by e-mail: davehot-

Quote for Today:  
òI couldnõt wait for success, 
so I went along without it.ó 

boats@hotmail.com 

March 2006 

¶ The Sydney Classic & Wooden Boat Festi-

val. Itôs on again, the big one. Dates when 

they come to hand. Contact Dave Pagano 

on (02) 4578 4444.  

NSW Chapter Wet Together. Hawkesbury 

River, Windsor. This is the Monday after the 

Boat Festival. Contact Dave Pagano on (02) 

4777 4558 or 0413 766 501. 
April 2006 

¶ Combined Vic - SA Chapters Wet To-

gether. Venue and date to be announced. 

Details soon. 

i Please check for confirmation of dates 

and venues 

The Classic 

Australian 

Wooden  

Power Boat 

Association  

T he wooden power boat 

scene this year seems to 

have slowed down a bit on pre-

vious years. Strange really, as 

there is still quite a bit of activ-

ity happening out there with 

boats still being discovered, 

traded and refurbished. Then, 

maybe itôs just a perception as 

the attendance numbers and 

interest for Narrandera this year 

is up on last year. 

Talking of Narrandera, our an-

nual national get together is just 

about here again and I dare say 

everyone coming along will 

have been doing work of some 

sorts on their boat in readiness 

for the big weekend. For many, 

particularly us southerners, it 

will be the their boatôs first out-

ing since last summer. It should 

be another great weekend. The 

caravan park proprietors are 

certainly anticipating our arrival 

and the Tourist Board is making 

sure the lake wonôt be drained 

(nearly a major disaster last 

year). I just hope the weather is 

as kind to us as it was last year. 

O n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s , 

ñIncorporationò of the CAW-

PBA as an official club keeps 

popping up. Many enquiries 

about us trail away once the 

enquirers realize that we do not 

carry any real structure, which is 

unfortunate as we are a lot 

closer knit than they could 

imagine. This then affects our  

participation in various events 

around the country. We still get 

to most of them, it just makes it 

harder (and sometimes a little 

too hard).  

Our status as a club is some-

thing that is going to have to be 

addressed sooner rather than 

later and the subject will be 

raised at a meeting to be held at 

Narrandera. If you are not com-

ing to Narrandera and have 

some thoughts on Incorporation, 

it is important you let us know, 

so drop me or your state rep a 

line or give them a call. 

Watch out for the Narrandera 

report in the next Hollow Log. 
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Narrandera 2004  

A  couple of years ago I was 

told about a small skiff 

that had been built in the 1960ôs 

but never actually got to race.  

The boat was reportedly in Yar-

rawonga, just down the road 

from the house we rented for 

our summer holidays. 

I made some enquiries and 

while the existence of the boat 

was ñsort ofò confirmed by the 

ownerôs daughter, the owner 

always seemed to be back in 

Melbourne. I left my mobile 

number with her and waited for 

a return call, which never hap-

pened. I made a couple of dis-

crete enquiries later but could 

not get a response, so figured it 

wasnôt for sale. I was a bit dis-

appointed in that I would at least 

have liked to have seen the boat. 

Fast forward a couple of years.  

At the Melbourne boat show in 

July I was talking to the club  

member who originally told me 

of the skiff. He mentioned the 

boat again and that it was still 

around and definitely for sale. I 

got an address and went and saw 

the owner. He confirmed he 

wanted to sell the boat and we 

arranged a date to see it. 

The day arrived and off we 

went. Arriving at his property, 

we headed towards ñthe shedò. 

On entering, there in the corner 

under dusty covers was a 1964 

Jack Eddy built 13ô 6ò skiff. 

Even after removing  the covers,  

 . . . continued on page 6 

And still they come      Greg Carr  



T he Melbourne Boat Show was held in 

June/July and the Classic Australian 

Wooden Power Boat Association again had a 

presence there. 

We had four boats on display this year, with 

Cheryl-D, Wyh-on, Stormy and Rosita.  

The show was the first public appearance for 

Wyh-on, Chris Findlayôs 1962 Lewis run-

about. The boat certainly made an impact 

with its striking deck of contrasting striped 

pattern of natural timber and burgundy stain 

with a green painted band running around the 

gunwales. This scheme was copied from the 

original deck. Apparently Wyh-on was built 

alongside an identical runabout, with both 

boats coming to Victoria. The other boat 

became the Alan Fordhamôs very successful 

raceboat, Venus. Wyh-On remained a ski-

boat, spending much of itôs life in the     

Wangaratta area. 

It was also Cheryl-Dôs first public appear-

ance for many years. This early Lewis skiff 

was prepared and raced with plenty of suc-

cess by owner Bill Dudley during the 60ôs 

and early 70ôs. The boat won the 1974    

Australian 266 cubic inch side valve     

championship. 

Stormy was back sporting a brand new deck 

and an all round tidy up. 

The fourth boat on show was Rosita, a    

reproduction 1921 Hacker Gentlemanôs run-

about. John Hacker built speedboats in the 

USA from the early 1900ôs and was renown 

for his sleek hull designs that produced speed 

and efficiency with the low horsepower en-

gines of the day.  

Rosita was built in Victoria by Frecheville-

Heaney Boatbuilders who are based in 

Paynesville in Gippsland. 

The 24 footerôs appearance was nothing less 

than striking, with metres of beautiful Brazil-

ian mahogany. The craft received plenty of 

interest from the public, with this hull style 

very rarely seen in Australia.  

Crowds and interest seemed down a bit this 

year, but this may have been more because 

of our position on the concourse. Although 

we were situated closer to the Spencer Street 

end, which is good, we were between two 

entrance doorways which meant people did-

nôt need to walk past us to pay or enter the 

main hall. Unfortunately there isnôt much we 

can do about the position we are allocated. 

As an addition to our display this year we 

decided to set up a TV screen showing some 

video footage of various Get Togethers 

weôve had. This was of limited success, 

probably due to our position and small TV 

screen size.  

Thanks very much to those who assisted on 

the stand over the days and to Paul who 

again brought a boat across from South Aus-

tralia for the show.  

The 2005 Melbourne Boat Show  
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Rosita was a real head turner  

The CAWPBA line up  

Cheryl - D and Wyh - On 

This boat is just short of 24 feet long and 

apparently the Luna Park speedboats were of 

this length as opposed to the Manly boats 

which were mostly 26 feet long. 

Two of the names of the Luna park boats 

were Zephyr and Zorro. When I removed the 

paint off the boat I had hoped to see the rem-

nants of the name, but no such luck! 

The names of the Manly boats were; Kooka-

burra, Kingfisher, Kangaroo, Swiftcraft, 

Miss Speedie, Lets Go, Lets Go Too, Hi-Ho, 

Boomerang, Avalon, and Kalowa. 

I am waiting for an old Manly Ferry Master 

to contact me in the near future. I was also 

able to contact the bloke who sold it to the 

old bloke that I bought it off and he knew 

that it had been one of the old speedboats, 

but not which one. 

 

If anyone can help Tony with information on 

these boats, please contact him on (02)  

4363 1999 or via email  on: 

tw540719@bigpond.net.au 

I  first heard about this boat around 10 

years ago. It had been converted to a cabin 

cruiser and was moored about a mile away. It 

was owned by an old bloke who told me that 

it was one of the old Manly boats. At the 

time I thought ñ . . . Yeah, right mate . . . ñ  

Anyway, he showed me on the boat and you 

could see where it had once had two motors 

towards the stern. The shaft tubes were still 

there. Andy Munns (Sydney Heritage Fleet) 

verified that the Manly boats were either 

powered by single Chrysler Royal straight 

eights or by twin Chrysler sixes. At the time 

I thought the boat definitely had the lines of 

the old speedboats 

The boat is built for speed as the planks are 

only half inch thick. I have had lots of people 

look at her and no-one knows what the tim-

ber is. Most think it is some form of Pacific 

Maple. The frames are also of very light 

construction. Above the waterline she is 

batten seam construction and below the  

waterline carvel. 

She has had a keel added. We presume that 

when it was converted to a cruiser this was 

added to give her  better straight line ma-

noeuvrability. Iôll leave that on her as I don't 

like boats that wander off 

line all the time. 

I intend to restore her to 

what I want in a boat. I 

believe in function more 

so than keeping it faithful 

to its' original. Sorry to all 

you purists out there. 

I intend having twin cock-

pits up front, then the 

motor (Ford 302 Windsor 

and gearbox) totally en-

closed 

in its 

o w n 

c o m -

partment   (a-la Chris 

Craft), then a single 

cockpit in front of the 

stern. I hope to be able to 

have the 

h u l l 

v a r -

n i s h e d 

a n d 

either a 

red or 

g r e e n 

bottom. 

There have been plenty of 

eBay purchases so far from 

the states and Canada of old 

bits and pieces of stainless 

and chrome plated brass 

deckware for the old girl. 

She will have a three posted 

windscreen with two glass 

panels. 

The research into her 

origins has been fairly 

uneventful so far. I 

have contacted the  

Sydney Heritage Fleet 

in Sydney. I have also 

gotten onto the Manly 

daily newspaper, Syd-

ney Afloat magazine. 

North Sydney library, 

Rol lercoaster.com, 

who know everything 

about Luna Park. All 

have helped but noth-

ing definitive yet. 

Manly Speedboat          Tony Walker  
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