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Editorõs Note: 
 

Elsewhere in this issue I have appealed 

for contributions to the newsletter. I am 

a one man band in this and simply 

cannot chase up all the information 

needed to make this newsletter a decent 

ñreadò.  Please send in anything you 

think might be of interest to members. 

You would be surprised by the interest 

generated by a photo, a maintenance 

tip, some news or even a rumour. 

 

Please, keep talking to me é. 
 

Greg Carr 

 

New South Wales 

¶ Andrew Pettyôs classic hydroplane The Bug is 

back on the water after restoration. The 14ô 6ò 

Holden powered Jones hull looked and 

sounded superb on a recent outing on the 

Hawkesbury.  

¶ Surferoo is progressing in the hands of Rob 

Cranfield. Gunwhales are being replaced 

before some serious deck refinishing can 

happen. 

¶ Seems a Chris Craft Riviera is now in the 

hands of Paul Pagano in NSW. 

South Australia 

¶ Another big skiff will soon be back on the 

water thanks to Paul Siddall. Paul is currently 

carrying a out a major restoration on the 16ô 

Lewis. Not much is known of the boat, other 

than it was last registered in Victoria. 

Victoria  

¶ Darren Goldberg is progressing well with the 

restoration of  his Simpkin runabout Toledo. 

A few cracked ribs along with some problems 

in the stem and gunwhales will keep Darren 

busy  for a while. Mind you, he is receiving 

some expert advice from the boats builder, 

Keith Simpkin. 

¶ Greg Carr has finally started on his 16ô Lewis 

skiff Yenom. The boat has been stripped down 

and some rot problems in the gunwhale and 

top plank on the port side are being addressed. 

A badly split transom is being looked at as 

well. 

¶ For some time, Goulburn water in Victoria 

had placed a speed limit of 10 knots for power 

boats on Lake Eppalock. Mind you, they 

hadnôt banned power boats, just imposed the 

speed limit. Thankfully, it seems common 

sense has prevailed and they have removed 

the limit. Mind you, water is still being 

allowed to run out of the lake faster than it is 

going in. 

¶ Craig Balme has decided to sell his 18ô 

Chrysler powered clinker Yandy V.  

¶ Leigh Falcke has added another craft to his 

increasing collection of boats. Leigh has come 

across a 14ô skiff that had been set up for drag 

racing using a 351ci Ford. Hmm, scary stuff! 

¶ Well, it was a really tough decision, but duty 

calls and I have decided that I must again 

fulfill my obligations to my employer. I have 

been asked to return to France for a month to 

ñhelp outò and who am I to say no. I will be 

departing mid November and returning to Oz 

just prior to Christmas. Itôs tough, I know, but 

it is yet another sacrifice I must make. Now, 

just what was the name of the delightful  

Bordeaux red that went really well with that 

stinky rind washed brie? 

   Au Revoir 

Around the Traps   

Postal Address: 

18 Grandview St 

Moonee Ponds 

Vic  3039 

 

Phone:  03 9370 2987 

E-mail:  NH35_Stormy@bigpond.com 

The South Australian Chapter  

For further information, contact Paul Siddall 

by phone on: 08 8520 3651 or 0419 826 377 

or by e-mail at:  siddall@adelaide.on.net 

The Victorian Chapter 

For further information, contact Greg Carr 

by phone on: 03 9370 2987 or  0408 937 029 

o r  b y  e - m a i l  a t :  

NH35_Stormy@bigpond.com 

The New South Wales Chapter 

For further information, contact Dave 

Pagano by phone on: 02 4578 4444 (after 

h o u r s )  o r  b y  e- m a i l  a t :  

davehotboats@hotmail.com 

The Queensland Chapter  

For further information, contact Chris 

Lawrence by phone on: 07 5594 2517 or via 

e-mail at: chrisles@onthenet.com.au 

The Tasmanian Chapter 

For   further  information,  contact  Alan 

Mansfield by phone on: 03 64 282290 or 

email at:  amansfie@southcom.com.au 

 

February 2004 

¶ ñA Gathering of Wooden Boats.ò This 

event is being put together now. Not only 

power, but a wooden boat event covering 

all types of craft. Melbourne Docklands 

Feb 14/15th. More info as it comes avail-

able. If you are interested in putting your 

boat on show in this event, please let me 

know ASAP. There will be an opportunity 

to run the boats on the water as well. If you 

are willing to assist in any way with this 

event, please contact me.  

March 2004 

¶ The Sydney Classic and Wooden Boat 

Festival. March 6/7th. This is a big event 

for classic powerboats. The National Mari-

time Museum, Darling Harbour, Sydney. 

¶ NSW Chapter Wet Together, Hawkesbury 

River at Windsor, 8th March. This is the 

traditional follow-up day after the Sydney 

Wooden Boat Festival. 

 

i Please check for confirmation of dates 

and venues 

The Classic Australian Wooden Power 

Boat Association 

For general information, contact Greg Carr 

by phone on: 03 9370 2987 or  0408 937 029 

o r  b y  e - m a i l  a t :  

NH35_Stormy@bigpond.com or write to the 

address at the top left of this page. 

Merchandise 

Caps and polo shirts sporting the 

Associationôs logo are available again. Caps 

are available now and shirts on order. 

Enquiries/orders to Greg Carr via email. 

Shirts are $27.00 each and caps $18.00 each. 

The Classic 

Australian 

Wooden  

Power Boat 

Association  

H owôs this to brighten your day - full colour! Hang the 

expense. 

This issue of the Hollow Log 

was an experiment more than 

anything else. Each issue of the 

newsletter costs us around 

$50.00 to print in black and 

white. The cost of this colour 

issue is ******. Was it worth it, 

particularly when being backed 

up by a full colour website? You 

can be the deciders of that, so 

give me some feedback on what 

you think. 

I often wonder whether our 

older boats should always be 

shown in black and white to 

match their era, but maybe 

thatôs going too far. Gosh, we 

could even go to sepia! The era 

of these boats is still with us 

now and in this day and age we 

have quality colour film and can 

produce colour magazines rela-

tively cheaply, maybe itôs time? 

I hope you enjoy this issue.  

An Appeal  

A gain I have received many 

queries about what had 

happened to the newsletter . 

Fact is, the newsletter was late 

because I had so little content to 

put in it and spent ages scratch-

ing around for something. Sure, 

I could put any old thing in, but 

you people deserve more than 

just ñfillersò. While I can con-

tinue to fill up space with old 

magazine articles, even if they 

make for good reading, I donôt 

think you want a newsletter full 

of them. 

What the newsletter needs are 

articles submitted by you peo-

ple. Tell us how your boat is 

going or how its restoration is 

going, if thatôs the case. Send 

me a picture and a few words on 

the last time you had it in the 

water, anything. People are 

interested. Members want to see 

other peoplesô boats, they want 

to know how you use your boat, 

what other people think of it. 

They want to know whatôs go-

ing on around the country. 

So, at the risk of being a nag, I 

am appealing again for contribu-

tions to the newsletter. If noth-

ing comes in, there is, unfortu-

nately, a really good chance the 

next newsletter will be a patchy 

four page only affair. 
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L izzie is a 1965 Century Resorter. The 

Century Boat Company was a major  

manufacturer of carvel hulled runabouts in 

the USA. 

Arriving in Australia in around 1995/96, the 

boat disappeared until recently. It appears 

that Lizzie has been undergoing an extensive 

refurbishment at Pheonix Marine in Sydney. 

Of mahogany over American oak frames, the 

boat is standard for the model. Power is from 

a Gray Marine ñFireballò 175HP V8. This is 

the racing engine for the model and should 

push Lizzie easily to about 45 knots. 

Pheonix Marine currently have another pro-

ject underway, that of  a New Zealand built 

carvel hulled speedboat, Miss Auckland.  

Both these boats 

should be at the 

Sydney Wooden 

Boat Festival in 

March 2004. 

More pictures 

and information 

on these boats 

can be seen on 

the Pheonix 

Marine website. 

There is a link to 

the site on the 

óLinksô page of 

the Classic Aus-

tralian Wooden 

Power Boat 

Website. 

òLizzieó back in the water 
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 A nother big skiff in the form of a 16ô 6ò Lewis will soon again be on the water 

thanks to Paul Siddall. Paul started work on 

the ex - Victorian boat in August this year 

and is making excellent progress. 

The boat is to be powered by a 327 ci Chev 

V8 and the engine and gearbox have already 

been trial fitted in the hull. Several parts 

were missing for the gearbox/engine cou-

pling and have been manufactured to suit.   

The old deck has been removed and the hull 

has been sanded, prepped and painted. The 

boat has been flipped back to right side up 

and has had all the cockpit and engine bay 

timbers renewed and fitted. Paul is using 

silver  ash  for this. At  the  moment,  the     

boat is in the process of having its new    

deck installed. 

Very little is known about this skiff and Paul 

is looking for any history he can find on it. 

What is known so far is that it had a Victo-

rian registration plate fitted to the transom, 

carried a Victorian Speed Boat Club registra-

tion number that was thought to be VS 140 at 

one time and that its last known whereabouts 

was under a lean-to behind Pitstop Motors in 

Mannum in South Australia. 

To keep up with the restoration, keep an eye 

on the Clubôs website where I will be updat-

ing the progress regularly. 

Lewis Skiff restoration  

Quote for Today:  
 

òBudget: A mathematical 

confirmation of your suspicions ó 

Back in the water on Sydney Harbour  
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T he Victorian Chapter had another ñdryò Get Together recently. It was probably a 

good thing having it indoors as the weather 

was cool, actually, it was just plain cold, 

with frequent rain squalls passing through. 

Members and their families numbered 17. 

There was plenty to talk about and plenty to 

look at in the form of books, videos and pho-

tos that were brought along.  

New members Alan Price and family and Ian 

Barber were warmly welcomed. 

Darren had his video of the Victorian Chap-

ter Wet Together held earlier in the year at 

the Water Sports Centre. There was some 

great footage on the tape and the boats cer-

tainly got a good work out considering the 

atrocious weather.  

Some more video of recent past events such 

as Goolwa and the 

Hawkesbury river 

was shown as well 

as old footage of 

speedboat and hydro 

racing.   

The BBQ was an-

other success with 

our   expert chef 

Peter Adcock work-

ing his magic on the 

snags and steaks. 

There was a bit of 

d ialogue go ing 

about the next Wet 

Together for the 

Victorian Chapter 

now that some seri-

ous rain is happen-

ing in  Victoria. Most 

lakes are still a long 

way from being really 

usable for power boat-

ing, but the water 

levels are certainly 

improving. All the 

same, there are lakes 

with good water and 

the time is fast ap-

proaching  that we 

will grace such lakes 

with our presence. 

If anyone has some 

suggestions, let me 

know 

 

 

Victorian Get Together -  August                     Greg Carr  

 
ber of boats and charge only 5 for plans plus 

cost of printing. 

Full details of the engine and hardware will 

be supplied, with notes on hardware now 

available, thrust conversion for Holden, 

mounting plates, trailer design, etc., on re-

quest to the S.A. Council of the A.P.B.A. 

The side view of plan is published with the 

photograph of ñNobbyò. 

To suit this type of two-seater a name was 

necessary, and it has been suggested that the 

title ñRaceaboutò is quite a good one, from 

the ñRacing Runaboutsò of the U.S.A. 

 

Dirty movies? Nah, probably just boats.  

There was always something to look at or talk about  

Surviving Raceabout òMiss b- havinó 


