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Editorõs Note: 

As stated elsewhere, a quiet start to the year 

that eventually got some momentum up. 

Mind you, itôs fading fast again, with little 

else happening. Itôs a bit of a struggle 

getting blokes and boats on the same water 

at the same time of late.  

On the club front, I hope to have something 

together regarding incorporation prior to 

Narrandera. Speaking of Narrandera, from 

the feedback I am getting, I think this year 

is going to be huge. Donôt miss it. 

Happy and safe boating and remember, 

keep talking to me . . . .  

Greg  

General: 

¶ Please note that the dates for our national 

regatta at Narrandera have changed. The 

event has been pushed back one week and 

is now scheduled for October 28/29. 

¶ We are going to see a few changes and 

improvements with the website Bulletin 

Board shortly. The biggest change will be a 

new URL (web address), which you will 

all be notified of once we know what it is. 

Other changes will be faster access, 

improved features and better security. 

Thanks to Rob Cranfield for maintaining 

the Board for us. 

Victoria:  

¶ The 2006 Melbourne Boat Show is fast 

approaching. If you would like to put your 

boat on show, please let me know.  

¶ Lubrano, a genuine Lewis skiffabout, is 

currently with Frecheville-Heaney 

Boatbuilders in Gippsland having some 

restoration work done on it.  

¶ Greg Carr failed miserably in getting 

Impact ready for the Sydney Wooden Boat 

Festival. Actually, he was flat getting 

himself there. Hopefully itôll be ready for 

Narrandera. 

¶ My spies tell me Darren Goldberg is pretty 

determined to get his Lewis skiff 

Geerloose ready for Narrandera. The 

challenge is there now, Darren.  

¶ Nathan Giddings has re-started the 

restoration of his Harris runabout, Topaz. 

As is often the case, the boat has had to 

take a back seat to house renovations, but it 

seems things are moving ahead again. 

SA 

¶  Lincoln, Paul Siddallôs 20ô carvel 

runabout, is back in action. The old Y block 

had cracked a head and the replacement 

required quite a bit of work done on it to 

bring it up to the specs of the other highly 

modified head. 

¶ It looks like Cheryl Dôs nickname of 

ñThomas the Tank Engineò will no longer 

be applicable. Paul tells me the engine is 

coming out for a bit of work to stop the 

heavy breathing.  

¶ Dave Drewer is very busy with things at the 

moment, trying to finish an already started 

project to make room for his latest project, 

an Eddy runabout. Go for it Dave, letôs see 

if you can make Narrandera. 

NSW 

¶ The NSW branch was in the papers 

recently after the Windsor get together. A 

couple of pictures and a decent write up 

about the dayôs event featured in the local 

Hawkesbury district newspaper. Well done 

Dave, Rob and all other participants. By all 

accounts the day was a big success. 

Queensland: 

¶ Richard Alper is making some great 

progress on his 16ô Harris runabout. 

Richard says he hopes to have the boat in 

the water in the next week or so. Pictures 

next issue. 

Germany: 

¶ I received an interesting email recently 

from member Stu Hennessy in Germany. 

Stu had to move his boat out the garage he 

is restoring it in to higher ground due to the 

nearby river flooding. Interestingly, when 

the river floods itôs very important the 

garage doors are opened otherwise the bow 

waves from passing ships smashes them in. 

When the water eventually subsided, the 

waterline was a metre up the wall. All this 

in freezing temperatures. And you thought 

you were doing it tough! 

Around the Traps  

Postal Address: 

18 Grandview St 

Moonee Ponds 

Vic  3039 

 

Phone:  03 9370 2987 

E-mail:  nh35_stormy@bigpond.com 

Coming Events  Club Contact Details   

New South Wales Chapter 

For further information, contact Dave Pagano 

by phone on: 02 4777 4558 or  0413 766 501 
or by e-mail: davehotboats@hotmail.com 

 

Queensland Chapter  

For further information, contact Elliot 

Shumack by phone on: 07 5498 7771 (AH) 

 

South Australian Chapter  

For further information, contact Paul Siddall 

by phone on:  0419 826 377 or by e-mail at:  

siddall@smartchat.net.au 

 

Tasmanian Chapter 

For   further  information,  contact  Alan 

Mansfield by phone on: 03 6428 2290 or by e

-mail at:  amansfie@southcom.com.au 

 

Victorian Chapter  

For further information, contact Greg Carr by 

phone on: 03 9370 2987 or  0408 937 029 or 

by e-mail:  nh35_stormy@bigpond.com 

April 2006 

¶ Victorian Chapter Get Together. One day. 

Lake Nillahcootie. Dates to be advised, 

depending on interest shown. Contact Greg 

Carr on (03) 9370 2987 for details. 

October 2006 

¶ CAWPBA National Rally. The BIG one. 

28th & 29th, Lake Talbot, Narrandera, 

NSW. Contact Greg Carr on (03) 9370 

2987 for details.  

   Note the date change for this event 

November 2006 

¶ Hammond Ski Craft Get Together. 10am 

on the 19th. Hawkesbury River, Windsor, 

NSW. All Hammond boats are welcome 

(including fibreglass). Contact Mark on 02 

9905 4194 or Dian on 0418 622 120 for 

details.  

Please note that this is not a CAWPBA 

event 

i Please check for confirmation of dates 

and venues 

Quote for Today:  
ñRain is caused by high pressure  

areas, cold fronts, warm, moist  

air and weekendsò 

The Classic 

Australian 
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W hile it has been a quiet 

start to the year, things 

have really hotted up in the last 

few weeks. 

We started off with the Austra-

lia Day Regatta at Penrith, 

NSW. The club was invited to 

attend again this year after the 

popularity of the boats at the 

2005 event. Again, this year was 

a real success with everyone 

attending having a great day out 

while entertaining a very appre-

ciative public.  

The Victorian/SA get together 

did not eventuate for lack of a 

suitable venue. Many people 

were unhappy with the effect 

that the strong mineral content 

of the water at last yearôs venue 

(Lake Leake) had on their boat, 

so it was decided we would not  

return there this year. Unfortu-

nately, no reasonable alternative 

was found, so the event lapsed. 

An attempt at a Victorian Chap-

ter get together failed in its first 

attempt, but we are still looking 

for interested people for another 

try in April, although there has 

been no takers as yet. 

Later in March came the Sydney 

Classic and Wooden Boat Festi-

val. There was another very 

good turn out of speedboats this 

year, with many from club 

members. A couple of boats 

were on show that many of us 

hadnôt seen, which makes it all 

the more interesting. Also inter-

esting was three new build clas-

sic boats, two built to hull  de-

signs from the 1920ôs and one 

from the 1960ôs. 

The real head spinner was the 

traditional NSW Chapter get 

together at Windsor following 

Sydney Classic & Wooden Boat 

Festival. An excellent turn out 

of boats supported by a very 

enthusiastic crowd of spectators 

made this a truly memorable 

day for the participants. Thereôs 

a lot more to this day, but you 

are going to have to wait for the 

next issue to find out about it. 
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Red Ryder  

A s it seems Greg is con-

stantly searching for mate-

rial to use for the newsletter, I 

thought it must be my turn to 

put pen to paper and share the 

story of an old Eddy I have 

sitting in the shed. 

The hull was built in the late 

1950ôs and was purchased from 

Jack Eddy by an unknown me-

chanic who worked for Repco. 

(aka Repco Auto Parts). He 

subsequently built the motor and 

fitted the boat out. Twelve 

months after completing the 

project the boat was sold to my 

grandfather who at the time also 

worked for Repco as an engi-

neer and store manager in Hor-

sham. As my grandfather had a 

young son, he thought it was 

just the thing they needed for 

spending some quality time 

together as a family. Needless to 

say the óold boatô got more than 

its fair share of use and many 

people including myself learned 

to ski behind the old girl. After 

many years of use the boat was 

retired to the wool shed on my 

grandfatherôs farm in the Gram-

pians and there it stayed for 

quite some years to come. 

It wasnôt until granddad was 

getting  too  old  and  decided to  

 . . . . . continued page 7 

Another Eddy emerges           Richard Taylor  



A  couple of years ago, Darren Gold-

bergôs Steinway featured in an article 

in Australian Power Boat Magazine. It was a 

great read with some fantastic shots. I was 

discussing this article with Greg Carr at the 

Melbourne Boat Show where our yet to be 

launched 1924 John Hacker gentlemanôs 

racer Rosita was on display. Greg suggested 

I get in contact with editor Graham Lloyd to 

see if he wanted to do another feature. 

It just happened that my business partner 

Tim Heaney was headed to Port Stephens 

with his family in a month and was towing 

the boat north anyway. Graham had a win-

dow in his hectic editorial schedule and we 

just lucked in with a blue sky day in     

Kuringai Chase National Park.  

It all went without a hitch. Tim and I, at Gra-

hamôs request, blasted around snapping at 

the transom of his camera boat as we weaved 

across his wake. One shot was good enough 

to make the cover of the December issue. It 

really was just one of those days. Tim took 

his family for a burn. It was just the shot 

Graham wanted. Family fun afloat. Our chat 

in a coffee shop after the shoot gave Graham 

all the b.s. he required to write a glowing 

report. You  just  canôt  buy  this  sort  of 

publicity. 

So, why not give Graham a call and tell him 

your story. 

You donôt have to live in NSW to have your 

boat featured in PowerBoat magazine.  The 

magazine has freelance representatives in 

most states who could do an article, or you 

could even do your own. If you would like to 

know more, contact PowerBoat magazine 

editor, Graham Lloyd. Graham has been 

very supportive of our association and  has 

featured many classic boats in the magazine 

over recent years. Graham can be       con-

t a c t e d  v i a  e m a i l  a t :                                   

powerboat@yaffa.com.au  

Rosita           James Frecheville  
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sceptical and thought I was stretching the 

truth. It wasnôt until he had the motor 

stripped down that I received a phone call 

telling me the engine was once again going 

to be hand built from the bottom up. So the 

wheels were in motion as parts were sent to 

various factories to be copied and new ones 

made. Nine months later and a lot of head-

aches for Wayne, the engine was once again 

back to its original state. 

In that nine month period the hull was 

stripped back to bare timber and the usual 

tasks attended to such as tightening the riv-

ets, fixing any worn ribs etc, etc. Surpris-

ingly there was no wood rot and the only 

damage was to the rear rib where Possums 

had tried to eat it while the boat was in the 

wool shed during the drought in the 1980ôs. 

At present the hull is upside down in the 

shed and has been repaired and re-painted. 

All that remains is painting the inside, var-

nishing the deck (which I have decided on 

keeping the original timber just for senti-

mental sake) and tidying up all those loose 

ends that you all know go with rebuilding an 

old timber classic. 

The photos shown were taken at Lake Eildon 

in April 1970, before Richard was born. 

 

sell the farm that I remembered the óold boatô 

sitting in the wool shed. Granddad said ñThe 

old girl has seen better days and it would be 

easier to just leave it in the shed and forget 

about it.ò But after having a good look I 

decided I would bring the boat to Melbourne 

and surprise surprise, I pumped up the tyres 

and put some petrol in the tank (and a bat-

tery), turned the key and it started. 

However, it wasnôt until I mentioned I was 

going to restore the boat that the full story 

emerged and the following story is as it was 

told to me by granddad: 

It turns out the hull is a bondwood  clinker 

and was purchased from Jack Eddy in the 

late 1950ôs by the previously mentioned 

mechanic who then fitted it out. It turns out 

that this mechanic was one of the team of 

mechanics that used to build the racing en-

gines for Jack 

Brabham. So, con-

sequently, the grey 

motor that is in the 

boat is basically 

just a Holden block 

and the rest is hand 

made with the pis-

tons coming from a 

MK2 Ford Zephyr, 

the head being 

modified and most 

other parts being 

hand built with the 

inclusion of an oil 

filter, over size oil 

and petrol pumps. 

So the quest was on 

to find some one 

who could take the 

time to do what was 

surely going to be a 

tedious job of re-

building the engine. 

I finally settled on 

Wayne Ingram 

from Ingramôs 

Automotive Engi-

neering in Wagga 

Wagga. When I 

first approached 

him with the job I 

think he was a little 

Another Eddy emerges contõd 

THE HOLLOW LOG Page 7 


