
February 2004 

¶ A ñGathering of Wooden Boats Enthusi-

astsò is being held on Sunday 15th at Mel-

bourne Docklands. Not only power, but  

covering all types of wooden craft.  

March 2004 

¶ The Sydney Classic and Wooden Boat 

Festival. March 6/7th. This is a big event 

for classic powerboats. The National Mari-

time Museum, Darling Harbour, Sydney. 

¶ NSW Chapter Wet Together, Hawkesbury 

River at Windsor, 8th March. This is the 

traditional follow-up day after the Sydney 

Wooden Boat Festival. 

National Wooden Power Boat Rally 

¶ No firm dates or venue at this stage, but 

this event will happen this year. Lake Al-

bert in Wagga is a likely venue and the 

time to be around October.  We need seri-

ous expressions of interest for this event as 

there will be considerable organising to be 

done. More info next issue. 

i Please check for confirmation of dates 

and venues 

Coming Events  

The Classic Australian Wooden  

Power Boat Association  

Weõre on the web 

http://www.users.bigpond.com/

NH35_Stormy/ 

Editorõs Note: 
 

Late again with this issue, but I am 

afraid that this is the price we pay for 

scarcity of content. It was a long wait 

for some contributions for the 

newsletter to come in and I am very 

grateful to those who provided articles 

for publication. 

The Sydney C&WBF is on again in 

March. This is a very good event for us 

and the following day on the river is 

fantastic. Be there! 

Please, keep talking to me é. 

Greg Carr 

Victoria  

Dennis Collins is progressing well on his Lewis 

Hustler. The boat has been re-decked and the 

hull restored. The engine, a Ford Y block, is 

currently with  Ted Robinson in Ballarat and 

will be putting out some seriously scary 

horsepower when returned to Dennis. After 

talking to numerous boat owners and drivers, 

some of who have viewed the boat, consensus 

has it that Hustler may be the first Mandy. 

South Australia: 

Victoriaôs loss is South Australiaôs gain as 

Yandy V heads across the border to its new 

home with owner. 

Ramrod, a Chrysler powered ex racing Binx 

runabout has been sold by Paul Siddall. 

New South Wales: 

Peter Moir tells me his Everingham skiff Zarak 

is now very close to completion. A new set of 

extractors and a few other minor details should 

see it making some noise in the near future. 

Jeff Lockhart has become the owner of a 14ô 

skiff. More on this immaculate Holden powered 

racer in a later issue. 

Dave Pagano has dug up another classic - quite 

a rare and unusual one. You might have to get 

along to the Sydney Classic and Wooden Boat 

Festival for a look. 

Welcome to the following new members who  

joined the club during the second half of 2003: 

 Ross Foster Vic 

 Neil Matthews Vic 

 Nicholas Luker NSW 

 Ray Hudson WA 

 Gary Rossiter Qld 

 Chris Friend Vic 

 Steve Varrasso Vic 

 Mark Poland Vic 

 Mark Davis Vic 

 Dale Muir WA 

 David Dewer SA 

 Alan Price Vic 

 Alan Rae  Vic  

 Shane Rice ACT 

 

I recently received a couple of cheques for 

membership renewal that bounced. While this is 

very rare and is usually just an oversight, it costs 

the club $9.00 in charges each time. Please take 

care when sending in fees, we operate on a 

shoestring and can ill-afford these additional 

costs. Thanks.  

 

Around the Traps  

Postal Address: 

18 Grandview St 

Moonee Ponds 

Vic  3039 

 

Phone:  03 9370 2987 

E-mail:  NH35_Stormy@bigpond.com 

Welcome 

  Club News   

The South Australian Chapter  

For further information, contact Paul Siddall 

by phone on: 08 8520 3651 or 0419 826 377 

or by e-mail at:  siddall@adelaide.on.net 

The Victorian Chapter 

For further information, contact Greg Carr 

by phone on: 03 9370 2987 or  0408 937 029 

o r  b y  e - m a i l  a t :  

NH35_Stormy@bigpond.com 

The New South Wales Chapter 

For further information, contact Dave 

Pagano by phone on: 02 4578 4444 (after 

h o u r s )  o r  b y  e- m a i l  a t :  

davehotboats@hotmail.com 

The Queensland Chapter  

For further information, contact Chris 

Lawrence by phone on: 07 5594 2517 or via 

e-mail at: chrisles@onthenet.com.au 

The Tasmanian Chapter 

For   further  information,  contact  Alan 

Mansfield by phone on: 03 64 282290 or 

email at:  amansfie@southcom.com.au 

 

The Classic Australian Wooden Power 

Boat Association 

For general information, contact Greg Carr 

by phone on: 03 9370 2987 or  0408 937 029 

o r  b y  e - m a i l  a t :  

NH35_Stormy@bigpond.com or write to the 

address at the top left of this page. 

Merchandise 

Caps and polo shirts sporting the 

Associationôs logo are available again. Caps 

are available now and shirts on order. 

Enquiries/orders to Greg Carr via email. 

Shirts are $27.00 each and caps $18.00 each. 

The Classic 

Australian 

Wooden  

Power Boat 

Association  

F or some time now we have 

been frustrated by insurance 

issues when attempting to stage 

events. These problems are not 

going to go away and will con-

tinue to haunt us until we bite 

the bullet and act on it. This is 

becoming more of an issue as 

the drought breaks in affected 

states and we find good boating 

water becoming available again, 

increasing the opportunities for 

us to get together as a group. 

How do we get around all this 

you ask? By forming ourselves 

into an official association/club. 

This means becoming incorpo-

rated. Being incorporated allows 

us to be recognised officially by 

governments, insurance compa-

nies, venues, etc. Importantly, it 

also relieves the organisers of a 

degree of blame if something 

goes wrong that was beyond 

their control. 

So, what does becoming 

ñincorporatedò involve? The 

following procedures comply 

with Consumer Affairs Victoria. 

The Victorian system was cho-

sen simply because thatôs where 

I happen to live and I doubt it 

would differ much from any 

other state anyway. 

There are three main steps: 

Step 1:  

The association must hold a 

meeting in which all members 

are given at least 21 days notice. 

Step 2:  

At this meeting, a majority of 

votes cast by members, whether 

personally or by proxy (if prox-

ies are allowed), must: 

a. authorise a particular person 

to incorporate the associa-

tion. This person must be at 

least 18 years old and reside 

in the state of Victoria; 

b. approve a proposed state-

ment of purposes; 

c. approve proposed rules that 

comply with the Act or ap-

prove the adoption of the 

model rules. 

Step 3: 

The person authorised to apply 

for the incorporation must com-

plete and lodge with the       

Registrar: 

a. the form Application for 

Association Incorporation 

together with the prescribed 

fee; 

b. a copy of the proposed state-

ment of purposes; 

c. a copy of the proposed rules 

of the association. These 

rules must contain the mat-

ters specified in the Sched-

ule to the Act; 

d. Copies of any trusts affect-

ing the association. 

What Incorporation will do is 

take away the informal, loose 

structure that we currently have. 

Put very simply, Incorporated 

Associations must elect a Public 

Officer, form a committee, for-

mulate a statement of purposes 

(the reason we are forming the 

association), hold an annual 

general meeting, produce and 

submit a financial report each 

calendar year to the Registrar, 

maintain adequate and accurate 

accounting records of its finan-

cial transactions and have those 

accounts audited at the end of 

each financial year and formu-

late a set of Rules (we would 

most likely adopt the ñModel 

Rulesò which are a set of rules 

already drawn up). While these 

are the main points, there are 

many other minor rules that are 

quite predictable for a club. 

I realise that all this is probably 

sending shudders down the 

backs of many of you, but un-

fortunately it is a fact of life in 

this day and age. We are no 

longer a small group, having 

around 60 members Australia  

wide and frankly, just  two or 

three of us should not be run-

ning things by ourselves. There 

should be more input from club 

members on what we should be 

doing and how we should be 

doing it. 

On top of all of this, we then 

have to consider whether we 

will run separate state based 

groups, or ñChaptersò, that  

remain associated with other 

state based groups (Chapters) or 

combine the group as an Austra-

lia wide group, as we are trying 

to do now. The reason for this is 

that while Victoria and NSW 

have good member numbers, 

they will tend to dominate what 

happens. States with smaller 

numbers should be able to do 

their own thing, independently.  

Depending on numbers, some 

smaller states may wish to come 

in under a larger neighboring 

state. 

We would like to hear from 

anyone who has had experience 

with forming clubs. This is very 

important and we need plenty of 

feedback. 

Incorporation? 

Something to think 

about . . .  
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D anny Boy is an 18ô 6ò Lewis & 

Johnson former racing boat that 

was owned and raced by Danny 

McGuire. 

It was eventually sold and passed   

through numerous owners before Danny 

eventually tracked the boat down again, 

a little worse for wear, under a tree. 

He promptly bought it back and handed 

it over to boatbuilder Ron Johnson who 

is currently restoring it back to original 

condition. 

hull ñtook upò, although water contin-

ued to come in through that leaky shaft 

log seal I have been going to fix for 

five years now. 

Over the two weeks, the boat spent one 

day on the trailer because of a prob-

lem. You know the story . . . always 

the last ski of the day. The skier didnôt 

get up and when idling around for 

another attempt,  I noticed a decent 

sized lump of wood in the water, so I 

decided to circle again to pick it up. 

While doing this, I heard and felt some 

quite loud thumps from under the boat. 

I immediately shut down the engine 

and looked at my observer, who was 

looking over the back. He turned and 

said that he could not retrieve the ski 

rope. You guessed it, I had run over it. 

Unfortunately  though, the rope handle 

had hooked up on the prop. We pad-

dled   the    short    distance   to    shore  

 . . . contôd on page 7 

A fter missing out on our boating holiday 

last year through being overseas, the 

troops and I made our annual pilgrimage to 

Lake Mulwala in January. For the past few 

years we have  rented a house on the lake a 

few kilometres out of Yarrawonga, but un-

fortunately that house was sold and was not 

available to us this year. Luckily, the house 

next door was! 

The weather was not as good this year as it 

has been previously, with milder tempera-

tures and quite a bit of wind. All the same, 

there was plenty of opportunity for water 

skiing or just plain lazing around, the latter 

being something I am good at. 

After two years of sitting on a trailer in a 

garage with no attention, a few problems 

appeared on Stormy. A previously repaired 

split in a plank opened up (the repair was 

OK, the crack just extended further forward 

and aft of it). A few other minor cracks ap-

peared elsewhere. These boats just donôt like 

drying out! It took nearly a week before the 

Danny Boy                                           Robyn Johnson  

Yarrawonga Boating           Greg Carr  
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T his almost finished ski boat is a 

new 18ô 6ò design being built by 

Ron Johnson to replace his sonôs 30 year 

old Lewis & Johnson that was originally 

built by him, but then lost in the 2001 

bushfires.  

Construction details are plywood plank-

ing, spotted gum ribs and Australian  

cedar veneer deck with silver ash trim. 

Power will be provided by a 351 Cleve-

land with a soft clutch running through a 

V-drive. 

Brand New                                         Robyn Johnson  
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Stix                         Bruce Anderson  

C hristmas 2003 and member Bruce 

Anderson his wife Julie, their daughters 

Bethany and Charlotte and their niece Emily, 

head for Torrumbarry on the Murray River 

near  Echuca in 

Victoria. 

Bruce has owned 

ñStixò, a 1958 Lewis, 

powered by a 272 low 

comp Ford V8 for 3 

years and had taken her 

up to the Murray once 

before. It was on that 

trip that he discovered 

some splits in the 

planks that necessitated 

the use of the bilge 

pump on an almost 

hourly basis!   With the 

beginning of a new 

business and other 

family commitments 

the splits had to wait.  It was earlier this year 

that he found the time to repair them, so 

come Christmas it was off to the ñriverò, an 

annual pilgrimage of some 20 years tradition. 

The only difference 

this time was ñA boat 

of his own!ò 

On arrival the Lewis 

did not want to run but 

after cleaning out the 

jets on the Holley she 

fired and ran happily 

for the next four days 

almost continuously.  

Many of the kids and 

some of the adults took 

advantage of the 

magnificent wake she 

c rea tes  to  sk i , 

kneeboard or laze back 

on the doughnut and 

watch the river pass 

by.  Other than a couple of hiccups caused by 

the choke on the Holley vibrating from the 

ñoffò to ñonò position causing the motor to 

stall under acceleration, she ran and worked 

like a dream.  A 

mechanic friend is 

rebuilding the carbie 

over the next week 

and the Lewis will be 

back on the Murray 

providing more fun 

and entertainment for 

friends and family 

alike on the weekend 

of Jan 9th 2004. The 

family is excited and 

Bruce has not stopped 

smiling!! 

Yarrawonga contõd 

(Iôm glad itôs not a rowboat) and after a con-

siderable time attempting to unravel the mess 

around the prop, I eventually cut the handle 

away. Everything felt OK, so I decided to go 

for a run, just to be sure. After satisfying 

myself that all was well at 40 mph, I turned 

to come back. Well, talk about a sloppy turn. 

The boat wallowed around, very strange, but 

things were fine otherwise. 

By this time it was nearly dark and too late to 

go for another ski, so I began putting the boat 

ñto bedò.  After walking around the back I 

happened to notice that one arm of the rudder 

shaft top bracket had come away from the 

transom, leaving the shaft quite loose at the 

top. ñHmm, that explains the lousy steeringò 

I thought. It seems that the ski-rope handle 

had hit the rudder hard enough to dislodge 

the bracket arm and bolts from the transom. 

The next day saw the fuel tank come out to 

investigate the damage. What had happened 

was that the nuts had come off the two bolts 

holding the bracket to the transom. Obvi-

ously, the only thing holding the bracket arm 

in place was the sealant the bracket and bolts 

were bedded in. The nuts were plain with 

spring washers. Needless to say, they were 

replaced with proper lock nuts. For areas 

such as this, where things are hidden from 

view for extended periods of time, I believe 

it is essential to install the best gear you can 

get, even down to the hardware. While eve-

rything was out, I check tightened the nuts on 

the skeg bolts, all of which were loose. I 

continued on and every bolt I touched could 

be tightened, some just a little, some quite a 

lot. 

Back in the water the following day, when 

starting the engine, the starter seemed to 

ñcrashò in; not a nice sound at all. A few 

starts later, all that happened was a  high 

pitched metallic scream as the starter en-

gaged. You guessed it, the crashed start re-

moved about six teeth from the ring gear. It 

is amazing how often I hit that spot from 

then on and each time I did it, I removed 

more teeth. Anyway, it lasted out our holiday 

causing only minor inconvenience. 

So, old boat and not a lot of maintenance 

meant a few problems, but I just canôt wait to 

get it back in the water! The old girl is start-

ing to need some real TLC now and maybe, 

after 10 years of use, it deserves some 

Quote for Today:  

òIf fifty million people say a 

foolish thing, it is still a      

foolish thingó 




